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Understanding English Language Learner 
Levels: A Classroom Te a c h e r’s Guide 

Level 1 Entering Level Level 2 Beginning Level Level 3 Developing Level Level 4 Expanding Level Level 5 Bridging Level 

Levels of English Language Learners 

• Require a period of time to
s i m p ly listen and take in the
l a n g u a g e 

• Produce one or two word
u t t e rances eve n t u a l ly

• Comprehend spoken English
b e fore speaking, r e a d i n g , or
w ri t i n g 

• Respond to simple questions with
gestures and ye s / n o 

• Produce simple expressions in
isolated phrases or fra g m e n t s 

• Produce err o rs in speaking and
w riting that often impede
c o m mu n i c a t i o n 

• Begin to comprehend simple stori e s 
and academic texts with adequate
s u p p o rt

• Comprehend through listening far
more than they are able to explain
ve r b a l ly or in wri t i n g 

• Need to build vo c a bu l a ry

• C a rry on basic social conve rs a t i o n s 
with relative ease; h owe ver ability
to communicate about academic
concepts is still limited

• Speak in complete sentences with
frequent grammatical err o rs , bu t 
m i s t a kes do not alw ays interfe r e 
with understanding the message

• Need much support to compre-
hend academic reading materials as
well as to produce spoken and
w ritten language

• Comprehend more challenging
academic materi a l 

• C o m municate on academic topics,
with teacher support

• U t i l i ze expanded vo c a bu l a ry, but still
h ave gaps and a need for greater
s o p h i s t i c a t i o n 

• Speak in fragments when conve rs i n g 
on academic topics, to a greater
degree than would fluent English
s p e a ke rs , but are genera l ly
u n d e rs t o o d 

• Need explicit instruction and
s u p p o rt to produce quality
academic wri t i n g 

• D e m o n s t rate English skills that are
almost on a par with classmates
who speak English fluently

• U t i l i ze academic vo c a bu l a ry with
greater skill and sophistication

• Tackle complex academic topics and
texts on grade level with minimal
s u p p o rt

• Monitor learning with greater ease
and increasingly utilize comprehen-
sion strategies effe c t i ve ly

• B e n e fit from support , p a rt i c u l a rly in
w ri t i n g 

• Students typically move out of this
l e vel quickly, i . e. , within a month
or two

• Students typically will need seve ra l 
months or up to a year in this leve l 

• Students typically remain in this leve l 
for a year or two

• Students typically require up to a
year or two in this leve l 

• Students typically require up to a
year or two in this leve l 

Receptive Skills:What a Student Can Do 

U n d e r s t a n d : U n d e r s t a n d : U n d e r s t a n d : U n d e r s t a n d : U n d e r s t a n d : 
• One-step commands • Multiple-step commands • Basic conve rsational language • Most conve rsational language • Academic and social language
• One-step directions • Multiple-step directions • Most questions • Some fi g u ra t i ve and idiomatic approaching the level of peers
• Yes/No questions • Basic questions • Some specific content vo c a bu l a ry l a n g u a g e • Most fi g u ra t i ve and idiomatic
• Simple W H - q u e s t i o n s • More than one statement • Basic written text • Some technical language l a n g u a g e 
• Simple statements • High frequency content vo c a bu l a ry • Va rious complex sentence

s t ructures both oral and wri t t e n 
• Most technical language



  

 

      

  

 

  

 

 

 
  

   

  

 

 

   

 
 

  
  

 

 

 
 

  

 
   

 

     
 

   
    

 
 

 

 

   

 
 

 

   
  

   
 

  

- - - - - Level 1 Entering Level Level 2 Beginning Level Level 3 Developing Level Level 4 Expanding Level Level 5 Bridging Level 

Productive Skills:What a Student Can Do 

• Respond phy s i c a l ly 
• Use gestures 
• Po i n t 
• C h o o s e 
• M a t c h 
• L a b e l 
• C o py 
• M i m i c 
• D r aw 
• R e p e a t 
• S o r t / C a t e g o r i ze 
• M e m o r i ze 
• F o l l ow one-step commands and 

d i r e c t i o n s 

P ro d u c e : 
• Responses to yes/no and simple 

W H - q u e s t i o n s 

• I d e n t i f y 
• S e q u e n c e 
• O r g a n i ze 
• R e s t a t e / R e t e l l 
• C o m p a r e / C o n t r ast 
• Recite list using one word or simple 

p h r a s e s 
• F o l l ow multiple-step commands and 

d i r e c t i o n s 

P ro d u c e : 
• Simple questions 
• Responses to simple questions 

• E s t i m a t e 
• Pa r t i c i p a t e 
• D i s c u s s 
• C l a s s i f y 
• Ta ke simple notes 
• G i ve simple summar i e s 
• Gather info rm a t i o n 
• Edit at basic level 
• I n t e r v i e w 
• D raw conclusions 
• Read mater ials on familiar topics 
• B ra i n s t o r m 
• D e m o n s t ra t e 
• P r e d i c t 
• P r e s e n t 

P ro d u c e : 
• Basic conve r sational language 
• Most questions 
• Some specific content vo c a bu l a r y 
• Basic wr itten text 

• A p p ly 
• C l a r i f y 
• D e fi n e 
• E d i t 
• E x p a n d 
• I n t e r p r e t 
• M o d i f y 
• Pa ra p h r a s e 
• D i f fe r e n t i a t e 
• I n fe r 
• R e f l e c t 
• R e s e a r c h 
• S u m m a r i ze 
• Read academic mater ial with 

s u p p o r t 

P ro d u c e : 
• Va ried conve r sational language 
• Limited fi g u r a t i ve and idiomatic 

l a n g u a g e 
• S p e c i fic and some technical language 
• Some complex sentence str u c t u r e s , 

both oral and wri t t e n 

• A n a ly ze 
• D e b a t e 
• D e fe n d 
• E v a l u a t e 
• J u s t i f y 
• N e g o t i a t e 
• R e v i s e 
• Self monitor 
• S y n t h e s i ze 
• Read academic mater ial approaching 

the level of peer s 

P ro d u c e : 
• Academic and conve r sational 

language approaching the level of 
p e e r s 

• Some fi g u r a t i ve and idiomatic 
l a n g u a g e 

• Technical language 
• Complex sentence str u c t u r e s , b o t h 

o ral and wr i t t e n , approaching the 
l e vel of peer s 

Instructional Techniques:What a Teacher Can Do 

• Use visual resources (e . g . , p i c t u r e s , L evel 1 Techniques A N D : L evels 1 and 2 Techniques A N D : L evels 1 to 3 Techniques A N D : L evels 1 to 4  Techniques A N D : 
picture dictionari e s , d i a g r a m s , r e a l • Increase wait time • Include prereading activities to • Introduce some complex and • Present complex and technical 
i t e m , g raphic org a n i ze r s ) • Modify the content pri o ritizing ke y increase comprehension technical vo c a bu l a r y vo c a bu l a r y 

• E n c o u r age physical responses ideas in assignments, t e s t s , a n d • Preteach vo c a bu l a r y and key wo r d s • Highlight complex gr ammatical • P r ovide scaffolding only when and 
• Teach key vo c a bu l a r y wo r d s other assessments • P r ovide study guides and outlines p a t t e r ns in reading and wr i t i n g where necessar y 
• Teach words used to instr uct • A l l ow extr a time on assignments, p rior to lessons • E m p h a s i ze cognitive comprehension • Set expectations approaching leve l 

( e . g . , p o i n t , m a t c h ) t e s t s , and other assessments • S u m m a ri ze lear n i n g s t r a t e g i e s of peer s 
• M o d e l • Use computers or other technology • Modify assessments • Begin to reduce scaffolding 
• G i ve explicit examples • Wo r k in small groups • Activate prior know l e d g e w h e n e ver possibl e 
• Use manipulatives • Include tape recording, open book • Use more complex cooper a t i ve 
• Assign peer bu d d i e s t e s t s , and journ a l i n g 

• Use cooper a t i ve lear ning activities 
l e a r ning activities 


