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College and Career Readiness Standards-Aligned Lesson Plan 
Robert F. Kennedy: Remarks on the Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Class Title ASE PM 

Instructor: Mrs. Ida B. Happy 

Date: 5/21/14 

Lesson Topic: Writing a GED-style extended response in social studies 

Objective(s): 
Students will practice reading a speech and related quote and will develop an 
extended response comparing the text of the speech and quote 

Length: 90 minutes over two days 

Foundation Skills Information 

Foundation Skills Addressed: Writes Clearly and Concisely 

Competencies Addressed: 

CCRS Addressed: 

Writing Anchor1 Level D:  Write arguments to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence 

Writing Anchor 4 Level D:  Produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience 

Materials: 

Copies of speech, “Remarks on the Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.” by Robert F. 
Kennedy (7.8 GL) 

Text-based questions 

Writing prompt with King quote 

Procedure: 

Day 1:  Students read text of speech. Lead students through text-based questions. 

Day 2:  Students reread speech and writing prompt.  Answer any questions about the 
quote and prompt.  Students draft response.  
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Evaluation: 
Review student drafts for areas of need (writing conferences will be conducted in a later 
session) 

 

Reflection/ 

transfer: 

Day 2 discussion: 

How did students approach the writing task?  Did they: 

Analyze the text of the speech and quote? 

Use a graphic organizer to support getting down ideas? 

Develop a thesis statement with supporting points? 

Draft the response only after the other steps had been completed? 

 

Questions for Discussion: 

 

1. Who is speaking and what is the occasion of the speech? 
 

 

2. What issue does Kennedy immediately take up after announcing the death of King? 
 

 

3. In the third paragraph, what does “polarization” mean?  What clues in the text would 
help you understand the meaning of that word if you did not know it? 

 

 

4. In the seventh paragraph (p. 2, that begins “What we need in the United States is not 
division...”), what does “compassion” mean?  What clues in the text would help you 
understand the meaning of the word if you did not know it? 

 

5. What is Kennedy asking the listeners to do? 
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6. How might the listeners react to Kennedy’s plea?  What evidence in the text supports 
your ideas? 
 

 

Writing Assignment:  Read and compare the quote by Martin Luther King, Jr., and the text of Robert F. 
Kennedy’s “Remarks on the Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.,” delivered April 4, 1968.  Prepare a 
response that develops an argument about how the content of Kennedy’s speech reflects the viewpoint 
expressed in King’s quote. Would King support Kennedy’s request to his audience, or would he suggest a 
different course of action?  Use relevant and specific information from the speech and the quote to 
support your analysis. 

 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can 
do that.” 

  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Robert F. Kennedy: Remarks on the Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I'm only going to talk to you just for a minute or so this evening, because I have some—some 
very sad news for all of you—Could you lower those signs, please?—I have some very sad news 
for all of you, and, I think, sad news for all of our fellow citizens, and people who love peace all 
over the world; and that is that Martin Luther King was shot and was killed tonight in Memphis, 
Tennessee. (1) 

Martin Luther King dedicated his life to love and to justice between fellow human beings. He 
died in the cause of that effort. In this difficult day, in this difficult time for the United States, 
it's perhaps well to ask what kind of a nation we are and what direction we want to move in. 
For those of you who are black—considering the evidence evidently is that there were white 
people who were responsible—you can be filled with bitterness, and with hatred, and a desire 
for revenge. (2) 

We can move in that direction as a country, in greater polarization—black people amongst 
blacks, and white amongst whites, filled with hatred toward one another. Or we can make an 
effort, as Martin Luther King did, to understand, and to comprehend, and replace that violence, 
that stain of bloodshed that has spread across our land, with an effort to understand, 
compassion, and love. (3) 

For those of you who are black and are tempted to fill with—be filled with hatred and mistrust 
of the injustice of such an act, against all white people, I would only say that I can also feel in 
my own heart the same kind of feeling. I had a member of my family killed, but he was killed by 
a white man. (4) 

But we have to make an effort in the United States. We have to make an effort to understand, 
to get beyond, or go beyond these rather difficult times. (5) 

My favorite poem, my—my favorite poet was Aeschylus. And he once wrote: 

Even in our sleep, pain which cannot forget 
falls drop by drop upon the heart, 
until, in our own despair, 
against our will, 
comes wisdom 
through the awful grace of God. (6) 

 



 ELA Tool #8 

College and Career Readiness Standards-in-Action 
 
 

5 

What we need in the United States is not division; what we need in the United States is not 
hatred; what we need in the United States is not violence and lawlessness, but is love, and 
wisdom, and compassion toward one another, and a feeling of justice toward those who still 
suffer within our country, whether they be white or whether they be black. (7) 

So I ask you tonight to return home, to say a prayer for the family of Martin Luther King—yeah, 
it's true—but more importantly to say a prayer for our own country, which all of us love—a 
prayer for understanding and that compassion of which I spoke. (8) 

We can do well in this country. We will have difficult times. We've had difficult times in the 
past, but we—and we will have difficult times in the future. It is not the end of violence; it is not 
the end of lawlessness; and it's not the end of disorder. (9) 

But the vast majority of white people and the vast majority of black people in this country want 
to live together, want to improve the quality of our life, and want justice for all human beings 
that abide in our land. (10) 

And let's dedicate ourselves to what the Greeks wrote so many years ago: to tame the 
savageness of man and make gentle the life of this world. Let us dedicate ourselves to that, and 
say a prayer for our country and for our people. (11) 

Thank you very much. 

 

 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/rfkonmlkdeath.html 

http://www.npr.org/2008/04/04/89365887/robert-kennedy-delivering-news-of-kings-death 


